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My communications professor, Dr. Fondren changed my perspective on how 

teaching can be beyond the textbook and impact students when he said, “Make what’s 

important to them, important to you.” And he led by example. It is beyond listening, it is 

hearing. Beyond presenting; modeling. Beyond memorization; experience. Beyond 

responsibility; authentic care. My students do not have to fear being their unedited 

selves and exert unnecessary energy portraying a façade. Ideas and objectives are 

obtained naturally through discourse.  

I learn as much from my students if not more as they learn from me. I want them 

to feel accepted, heard and comfortable in order to freely explore new topics, ask 

questions and start dialogues without fear. It changes the way I approach leading a 

classroom, read student’s body language and how I listen to them. I make connections 

with my students and have them feel like equals while also leading them in the direction 

of exploration.  

Attending class is not viewed as a chore but rather a desirable experience with 

engaging students. Engagement is a voluntary decision motivated by interest rather 

than forced engagement or empty fillers. Creating and maintaining a safe, comfortable 

space where learning occurs even without intent. No matter the level of experience or 

lack thereof will hinder a student’s experience in our studio. The studio is a place where 

experiences occur and students are unashamed. Teaching future artists requires 

treating them as such, with respect, professionalism and mutual expectations. 



I allow students to pursue their interests and come to the realization that their 

time in the studio is an extension of their everyday. I introduce artists, contemporary and 

historical, artworks of all mediums, and opportunities to take advantage of to students to 

allow their interpretation of these things take hold. Much like the aesthetic education 

proposed by philosopher, Maxine Greene. As Greene writes, it is "an intentional 

undertaking designed to nurture appreciative, reflective, cultural, participatory 

engagements with the arts by enabling learners to notice what is there to be noticed, 

and to lend works of art their lives in such a way that they can achieve them as 

variously meaningful." As I see what a learner needs in their environment, I will provide 

it. 

 


